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THE STUDY OF THE HEBEE.W THEOCRACY IN THE 

COLLEGE.* 

By Pbes. FKANKLiiir Cabteb, D. D., 
Williams College, Willlamstown, Mass. 



I bold the old-fashioned belief that the studies of the ancient languages, and 
the mathematics, disciplining two differing sets of faculties, the one class of 
studies being the foundation of the knowledge of man as disclosed in history^ 
liteiatuie and art, and the other, the foundation of all knowledge of the universe, 
should constitute a large part of the coUege course. During the later two years 
something may be introduced more directly related to modem thought and 
knowledge in natural and historical science, in the new literatures, and in philoso- 
phy. But as I would have Latin studied somewhat for the discipline of memory 
and judgment, more for training in English, but most of all for the ennobling 
understanding and historical value of Boman ideas, and Greek for the permanent 
ideas of the Greeks so intimately involved in certain sides of modem life and 
culture, so I will not decline to note here a deficiency in the college course in the 
best New England colleges which I have hoped some generous friend of 
" Williams College " would before long enable us to fill. When I look at the 
Venus of Melos, that most perfect embodiment of beauty ever created by human 
artist, I see a full justification of the demand that the thoughts of the people 
who produced such peerless art should become, to some extent, the possession of 
every man who seeks a liberal education ; that the study of Greek ideas should 
be a large part of a coUege course. So when I look at the Boman arch, the proud 
symbol of victory over obstacles, on which a great people crossed rivers and 
chasms to the dominion of the world, and established a system of government 
which, in one form or another, by the force of military despotism, or by the tenets 
of the Catholic Church, or by the sway of the literatures of Southern Europe, has 
controlled civilized thought for three mUleniums, I see abundant reason for the 
demand that Boman ideas shall become very famUiar to every college boy. But 
what is the Venus of Melos, the Parthenon, or the verse of Homer, the perfect 
canons of art, what is the arch of the Bomans, or their system of civil law, the 
canons of social order, in comparison with the tables of stone on which were 
engraven the pure commandments, the canons of moral order, which the Jehovah 
of the Jews gave to Moses on the mountain, and through him to the human race ? 
Do we not find in the importance of their moral ideas reason for the demand that 
every educated boy should know a good deal of that small, exclusive, but grand 
theocracy in which a " Thus saith the Lord " was the majestic descent of heaven 
upon earth, of that people through whom a pure monotheism and a lofty morality 
was maintained for long generations, and finally entering into Christianity, 
enveloped the world with an atmosphere which " every man that cometh into the 
world " must breathe ? 



* From an inaugural address delivered Julj 6th, 1881. 
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I interrupt the progress of my discussion, to give a few reasons why the 
study of the Hebrew theocracy might well, especially now, be restored to the 
place in New England education which our fathers assigned to it. 

I. The first reason for the study of the Hebrew theocracy in the college 
course is found, as I have already intimated, in the supreme worth to the race 
of moral ideas, and the for this reason immense interest that attaches to that 
nation which, during an age of comparative groping after moral truth among 
otherwise extremely enlightened peoples, received and transmitted, from genera- 
tion to generation, a morality that in its outlines presents stUl the canons for all 
mankind. This morality, intimately connected with, even the outgrowth of, a 
sublime monotheism, is presented in the Old Testament in such commanding 
simplicity and with such reasonable grandeur as to make all the precepts and 
corollaries of the heathen mythologies of refined peoples seem puerile and empty. 
I speak simply from the sociological side, when I say, if the mythologies of Greece 
and the Norsemen are worth studying for the thought of the people whose con- 
ceptions they embody, then the ethical and religious conceptions of a people more 
ideal than the Germans, of intenser self-respect than the Eomans, of majestic 
purity as compared with the Greeks, of more ardent family feeling than the 
English — the people from whose moral and religious reservoir all the world has 
drawn the tonic of daily social life — is worthy in its origin and history, in its 
ritual and its literature, of study in the college course. 

II. The second reason for the study of the Hebrew theocracy is to be found 
in the great influence which the ideas of this theocracy have exerted in the 
reformatory crises in the history of the race. To pass by for the present the 
transition of those ideas into the essence of Christianity, with what intensity and 
power the idea of the wide and ineffaceable difference between right and wrong — 
the idea of retribution swift and certain for iniquity, and of ultimate blessedness 
for the righteous — the idea as applied to nations that there can be no permanent 
peace or prosperity except through obedience to the perfect moral law, with what 
intensity and power these ideas leaped forth in the preaching of Savonarola, in 
the reformation work of Luther and Calvin, in the awakening of the demand for 
liberty of conscience in the Netherlands and in England, in the settlement and 
early legislation of our own New England, in the agitations and discussions that 
issued in the American civil war, and in the abolition of slavery. In the prepa- 
ration of the nations for, and in the attainment of, a purer life, it has always been 
the ideas of that theocracy that have had the most stimulating and unrelenting 
force. The law, the Hebrew moral law, has always been for the nations the 
schoolmaster to quicken and arouse the sleeping conscience, and to prepare the 
way for liberty. It has, alas ! been true that there has been sometimes a narrow 
and grim delight in the fetters of this law, and in the woes and punishments 
Incident to its infraction. It has been true that the exclusiveness and ferocity of 
the Hebrew warrior has hidden under the cowl of the self-abasing monk, has 
transformed the bishop's crosier into a sword, and made the so-called minister of 
the pacific prince devour like a ravening wolf. Reverence for the Hebrew theoc- 
racy has executed by thousands innocent women on the charge of witchcraft, 
with all the forms of law. The same reverence has even so far disregarded the 
innocence of childhood as to baptize, since the publication of the Genevan Bible 
in 1660, multitudes of infants witlj such names as Abinadab, Jonathan, Joab, 
Nehemiah, Absalom, and Jeremiah. But the wholesale violations of eternal 
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justice in obedience to the temporary enactments of a people fighting against 
fearful odds for the existence of morality, the aflSxing of the names of the weep- 
ing prophets or treacherous captains of a people generations removed, during a 
period of more than two centuries, on the cherubs of the households of our 
Puritan ancestors, simply attest the tremendous power of the ideas of that people, 
and such phenomena, wisely interpreted, wiU lead to a profounder study rather 
than to a contemptuous neglect of that unique people. 

m. Another reason for the study of the ideas of the Hebrews is found in 
the thoroughness with which these ideas pervade the new literatures. This is 
but an extension of the previous reason, but by considering this we shall see still 
more plainly how momentous the Jewish influence has been in the new moral 
beginnings, in the great revivals of the world. As Ulfilas carried the Bibe to the 
Goths in their own tongue, and secured the fragments of that precious monument 
to scholars, so every renewal of literary life among the Germans has been en- 
kindled or accelerated by Hebrew ideas, though in some cases the Jewish concep- 
tions have been overlaid by the Christian. The old High-German literary revival 
had its impulse in connection with the extension of the sway of the Boman 
Church, the Middle-German from the crusades, though translations from the 
Psalms and the Pentateuch are among the remains from that period; but the 
revival of morality in the Reformation, by the aid of Luther's Bible, renewed the 
German language, and that popular translation did for the common language the 
same, but much more than King James' version has done for the English. Hence 
even in the noblest literary monuments the traces of the original inspiration, both 
in language and ideas. Milton's "Paradise Lost" was the outgrowth of a 
greater moral revival than Dante's "Inferno," and to it must be referred the 
inspiration that produced for the Germans Klopstock's "Messiah." It would 
not be much amiss to call Milton and Klopstock the apostles to two most earnest 
peoples of a new literature, a literature in which the Hebrew spirituality comes 
forth from its grave-clothes in fresh power, though it is true that these authors 
have directly and indirectly much dependence for both form and matter on the 
Greek and Boman classics. The rule a generation since in New England was 
that the Old Testament instruction should be given in the household, but the 
Greek and Latin in the school or college. The Greek and Latin seem likely to 
retain their authority in education, in spite of the vigorous attack that has been 
made and always will be made by certain classes of minds upon the justness of 
their claims. But while there has been a rallying to their defense, is it not true 
that the disturbance in family life occasioned by the civil war and the increase in 
luxury has largely swept away, without much resistence, that household instruc- 
tion in Old Testament lore which was at best but desultory ? Is it not true that 
the knowledge of the ideas of the Hebrews has relatively declined among Ameri- 
can-bom boys far more than the knowledge of the Greek and Boman conceptions ? 
I fear so. A professor of English in a New England college told me not long 
since that in ten years of instruction to select classes, he had found only two 
students who could explain in Milton's " Ode to the Nativity " the allusion in the 

words 

"the twice battered grod of Palestine." 

Eor a right imderstanding of the authors that have been most closely con- 
nected with the revivals of morals we certainly should gain much by the study of 
the Hebrew theocracy in the college course. 
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ly. Again, the Jew in his entirety, ancient and modem, past and present, 
shows such characteristics, largely the result of greatness in moral conceptions, 
as to challenge attention. Natural selection does not seem to have made him, 
and in spite of his dispersion and the harshest antagonism of surrounding condi- 
tions, it has not yet unmade him. Maintaining the same facial curves in spite of 
the straightening tension of adverse centuries, preserving apparently the same 
dense blood-corpuscles in spite of the resolving and diluting currents of the encom- 
passing races of friendlier times, whatever restrictions and disabilities are removed, 
he becomes prominent in position. Though sometimes a " hissing, and a by- word, 
and a reproach," he is often " an astonishment," not less by the solidity of his 
qualities than by the splendor of his success. In politics, in business, in music, 
in philosophy, in scholarship, in literature, the Hebrew race can point to 
many of the foremost men of modem times. Disraeli, Lasker, Cr^mieux, La- 
salle, Eothschild, Mendelssohn, Neander, Oppert, Heine, Spinoza, are a sample of 
the names of which the modem Jew can boast. There are many Jews in our vari- 
ous colleges and they are in general an able and most successful class of students, 
and in the two colleges that I know have left a very honorable record. It would 
be well to provide for them the means of studying the glorious period of their 
race, and by a fair presentation of that record to secure for them from others the 
consideration which they deserve as the descendants of an ancestry that has done 
so much for mankind. And if, as is stated by good authorities, already in 
Europe the control of the liberal press has passed into the hands of the Jews, a 
condition very dangerous to Christianity, which we may well apprehend will 
ultimately arise here, may we not hope that a healthful, softening influence on 
the mind of the Hebrews educated in our colleges would ensue from an equitable 
recognition of the claims which Judaisn has to honor from the good ? May we 
not believe, if we, in our centers of education, more reverently acknowledge our 
-debt to the ideas of their ancestors, that their vast capital and prodigious literary 
ability will, in that not very distant day, treat with more respect the ideas of our 
own? 

V- The attitude and isolation of the Jews, the origin and maintenance of 
such a morality under such conditions, the history and polity of that theocracy 
furnish a valid argument against the skeptical patrons of development and the 
best antidote for too much Hellenism in modem education. If with all our 
boasted progress we have not yet in moral purity surpassed what underlies the 
ten commandments, if the history of the Jews studied with care, confirms the 
teaching of sound philosophy that in ethical conceptions the race has descended, 
not ascended, then what is better wherewith to controvert a false philosophy 
than the records of a people who cannot be brought under the deductions of de- 
veloped atoms endowed with the promise of morality, but as a unique race, 
though sometimes disobeying and sometimes stoning their prophets, do yet on the 
whole make good by the majesty and purity of their ideas their claim to be the 
chosen people of the one true God ? And if in the development of individualism, 
in the modem enthusiasm for Greek art and the dominion of beauty there are 
creeping in tendencies among the most cultivated akin to those which John 
Poster deprecated as likely to result from classical study, but far more devastat- 
ing in a land like ours than any that could arise in England, what shall hold to 
the supremacy of perfect moral law and prevent any man's becoming a law imto 
himself, any man's assuming as good for his life and personality such freedom of 
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habits and such disregard of moral sanctions as characterized the Greeks? The 
agnostic philosophy and the adoration for beauty may issue in Greek license and 
frivolity — in an utterly sociological morality in which depravity is sin because it 
is hideous, and not hideous because it is sin. As preventive of such results, as 
destructive of the very germs of such a ghastly morality, the ideas of the Hebrew 
theocracy furnish the best antidote. 

VI. Once more, we need this study because it is the historical basis of 
Christianity. However foreign the knowledge of those types and symbols might 
have been, if the thing signified had never come forth; however vague and 
shadowy those prophetic utterances of rapture over a coming Messiah might have 
been, if the Messiah were still expected ; these types and utterances would still 
command, as I have said, the admiration of the upright, as embodying the loft- 
iest morality and representing in the sharpest light the wide, eternal difEerenee 
between right and wrong. One might tremble beneath Sinai and wonder at the 
imprecations in the Fsalms, but an earnest mind could not fail to feel the solem- 
nity of human conduct under the reiteration of such commandments, of rubrics 
so red with the blood of sacrifices. But now that the sharpness of law has been 
merged in the love of an incarnate rectitude ; now that the prohibitory maxims 
like faint day-stars have paled before the law of love, the splendor of a risen 
" Son of righteousness ;" now that " the blood of bulls and of goats" has given 
place to " the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ;" now that Jesus has 
come in the line of Abraham and David, and the reigii of this pacific prince has 
expanded the scope and dominion of Hebrew ideas through the loving zeal of his 
followers, and embraced as did his arms upon the cross all the world ; now that 
what Matthew Arnold caUs the narrow, dogmatic spirit of Hebraism has been 
lost in the charitable sweetness of Christianity, how profoundly instructive the 
Old Testament becomes and all Hebrew history previous to Christ. Who would 
not know the history and the customs of that people ? Do we not too often for- 
get, as Lessing's friar says — 

"That our Saviour was Mmself a Jew?" 

Who would not know the heroes and the prophets, the ritual and the types of his 
race? 

There was in this valley, not many years since departed, one who embodied 
for us the sublime contemplation and prophetic fervor of the patriarchs and seers 
of that people. Abraham on the plains of Mamre, Elisha restoring the child to 
the Shunaouuite woman, i:he rapt Isaiah breaking forth in strains of scientific 
but glowing imagery ; these by his serene piety, his tenderness, his poetic, mys- 
terious insight he recalled, and often seemed far away, though he was very near. 
To-day, no longer near, he is not far off from the dear college ennobled by his 
love. I would believe that in memory of him some benefactor will arise to found 
in this hill-environed college the "Albert Hopkins Professorship of the History 
and Polity of the Hebrew Theocracy." 



